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now approached to within 3 miles and nearly the whole of its
south-western side was surveyed; its greatest length was found
to be 9 miles and its height 1,200 feet The land was completely
covered with ice, like a flattened dome which terminated, at its
edge, in cliffs of 165 feet average height.
A southerly course was then taken to within 8 miles of Haswell
Island, and from here the crevassed slopes of Queen Mary Land
were plainly seen. As many as six Ross seals were shot here on
January 22nd, 1914, and then a north-easterly course was set for
the Shackleton Shelf. A bli2zard came down next day and the
velocity of the wind exceeded 70 miles an hour. The log of Cap-
tain Davis for January 24th reads : " We are having a bad time;
high sea ; thick snow, and innumerable bergs," At 10 p.m. the
shelter of the stranded berg, over 30 miles long, was reached and
proved an excellent defence from the storm for three days, the time
being spent in sounding and dredging. The whole Davis Sea had
then been scientifically combed and a good collection of specimens
made.
When the gale abated, the western edge of the Shackleton Shelf
received attention and three inlets were discovered extending to
the east and south-east. The northern extremity of Termination
Tongue was completely investigated and charted. On February
5th, 1914, Drygalski Island was sighted again; and next day, on a
northerly course, the ship passed through the pack in the same
longitude as that in which the sea had been entered a fortnight
earlier. This should be of interest to any future navigators of
these waters as the main body of the pack had scarcely moved after
four days' gale.
The work of this expedition was now over and the Aurora
homeward bound. More geographical and scientific discoveries
had been made than on any previous Antarctic expedition. Mawson
wrote with relief: " Our work was finished, and the good ship was
rising at last to the long swell of the southern seas/7 Adelaide
was reached on February 26th, 1914, where a warm welcome
awaited the explorers. Among the numerous receptions given in
thek honour, the Official Welcome must be mentioned, when His
Excellency the Governor-General of Australia was present, sup-
ported by the Premier of South Australia, by representatives of the
Commonwealth Government, the Chancellor of Adelaide Univer-
sity, Sir Samuel Way, and Professor Sk David Orme Masson of
Melbourne University.